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Air pollution mitigation in Switzerland is often regarded as a model of effective cooperation between 
scientific research and environmental policy. Initiated in the early 1980s, the country implemented a series 
of emission reduction measures that have led to substantial decreases in ambient concentrations of key 
pollutants such as particulate matter (PM10) and nitrogen dioxide (NO₂) over recent decades (1). These 
improvements were driven by long-term air quality monitoring, evidence-based regulation, and continu-
ous scientific input (2). In 2021, the World Health Organization (WHO) released new Air Quality Guidelines, 
recommending significantly lower threshold values based on the latest health evidence (3). Although 
Switzerland has made notable progress, aligning national legislation with the new WHO guidelines will 
require further policy adaptation, technological innovation, and a reinforced science-policy interface. This 
paper examines the key drivers of Switzerland's air quality improvements, evaluates the implications of 
the new WHO recommendations, and discusses the future direction of air pollution management in Swit-
zerland. 
 

 

 
 
Time series of annual mean PM2.5 con-
centrations at different site types in Swit-
zerland. The Swiss ambient air quality limit 
value for PM2.5 that has been in force in 
Switzerland since 2018 and the air quality 
guideline level for annual PM2.5 as recom-
mended by WHO in 2021 are shown (2). 
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